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Tobacco industry theme 

The most striking theme of the conference for us was the focus on the tobacco industry. This 

was partly because of the current case by Philip Morris against Australia over plain packs, but 

also stemmed from other legal actions by the industry. There was a strong sense that the 

industry had become more overt and aggressive in opposing tobacco control policy, after a 

period of pretending to be responsible corporate citizens in some jurisdictions. 

 

An allied theme was the need to use Section 5.3 of the Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control (FCTC) to reduce the influence of the industry on government policy. A number of 

sessions discussed the implementation of 5.3, or the need to – eg, one entitled ‘The cost to 

popular national sovereignty: Tobacco companies are not only buying the government but are 

the government.’ 

 

The industry focus was apparent from the start, with the opening ceremony and plenary 

session containing stirring speeches by Margaret Chan, the WHO Director General, which 

directly attacked the industry. The Australian government actions on plain packs were rightly 

very prominent at the conference. Other notable speakers in the industry were Alan Blum, 

Richard Daynard, Robert Proctor and Stan Glantz. The later recounted how the first 

California media campaign that portrayed the industry as deceptive did not test well – it took 

a while for people to get it. This reminder has important implications, since unfamiliar 

messages and ideas do not always test well, yet can prove to be very effective.  We need to 

remember this point when interpreting pre-test results.  

 

One of the most original speakers was Stanford anthropologist Matthew Kohrman, who helps 

people map tobacco factories – see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USgz4qU9bn8  

He showed how companies are concentrating their factories in particular countries (including 

in Western Europe) but removing them from some (eg, Italy). The latest version of the 

Tobacco Atlas http://www.tobaccoatlas.org/ has much more on the industry than previously. 

 

International law and tobacco 

Another major theme was how international law and tobacco intersect. Partly this theme was 

driven by the industry use of such law to challenge tobacco control – as in the Australian 

plain packaging example. ‘Treaty shopping’ by the industry (the positioning of business in 

countries so to use their treaties) and use of client states to act on the industry’s behalf were 

prominent tactics examined. However, speakers also discussed other treaties besides the 

FCTC that could be used for health purposes. They include treaties on the Rights of the 

Child, and a number of other rights. Indeed, the importance of taking a human rights 

approach to underpin tobacco control action was another important sub-theme that emerged. 

The conflict between trade (e.g. WTO) and health related treaties and the need for ‘policy 

coherence’ was another sub-theme which was highlighted and debated. 

 

Endgames 

A third theme, which was hardly present in previous conferences, was tobacco endgames, 

with two plenary/half plenary sessions dedicated to this topic. This was dramatically 

illustrated by the call by Greg Connolly that we should set a limit on the number of further 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USgz4qU9bn8
http://www.tobaccoatlas.org/


 

WCTOH conferences – say six more (18 years), and then we should aim to be done with 

tobacco as a major issue. 

 

Another area (as part of the endgame theme) that emerged from the conference was the 

setting of national tobacco free goals by countries, or groups of countries. Richard Edwards 

presented an informative and inspiring talk on New Zealand’s goal of being smokefree by 

2025, and the endgame strategies of how this will be achieved. The ten member countries of 

Smokefree ASEAN announced their goal of making South East Asia smokefree; however a 

specific date was not set. Singapore also declared their intentions for a smokefree nation, but 

again a definitive goal was not stated. Consistent with calls by NGOs last year at the UN high 

level meeting on Non-Communicable Disease, at the conference New Zealand NGOs called 

for a smokefree 2040 goal to be set by the World Health Organisation. Disappointingly, the 

declaration at the conclusion of the conference failed to include a call to set a global 

smokefree goal. 

 

Smokefree outdoors 

One of the delights of hearing presentations from people ‘on the ground’ who are helping 

start smokefree outdoor policies was the unexpected extend of the efforts. For instance, 

Malacca in Malaysia has large smokefree outdoor areas - 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV2bbvBq-aE  

 

Smokefree movies 

Stan Glantz and Terry Pechacek led an interesting session on smokefree movies. Action is 

possible under articles 1 and 13 of the FCTC. India in particular has been at the forefront of 

efforts outside of the USA. Terry presented an overview of the evidence in the recent 

Surgeon General’s report that has stated that smoking in movies promotes smoking uptake by 

children beyond all reasonable doubt – hence justifying tobacco control action. A 

presentation described the levels of subsidy in different jurisdictions for movies that 

including smoking. New Zealand was unfortunately prominently represented as subsidising 

such movies, suggesting an area for tobacco control action here. 

 

Plain packaging and health warnings 
Several sessions and workshops featured material on the politics and evidence around plain 

packaging.  A lunchtime plenary session analysed Australia’s experience of plain packaging, 

and made particular note of the industry’s reliance on ‘freedom of information’ requests 

(equivalent to OIA requests) to consume staff time. Melanie Wakefield outlined the 

comprehensive suite of studies undertaken by the Dept of Health and Aging – these will 

provide important guidance to New Zealand.   

 

Dave Hammond ran an FCTC workshop in which he and Jim Thrasher presented new 

research into health warnings and plain packaging.  Dave discussed the initial health 

warnings as first generation and suggested these focussed heavily on the overall pack format.  

He called for further work to examine warning content and described this as the second 

generation of PWL research. 

 

Interdisciplinary Research 

Several speakers commented on the need for more inter-disciplinary research, particularly 

work that linked public health, epidemiology, and consumer behaviour.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV2bbvBq-aE

