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15
th

 October 2013 

 
Professor Janet Hoek 

ASPIRE2025  

PO Box 7343 

Wellington South 

New Zealand 

 

 

Dear Janet, 

 

RE:  Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) support for “ASPIRE2025 Research Programme 

Application” 

 

SPC is an international organisation that works in public health and a list of key areas to help Pacific Island 

people achieve sustainable development. SPC’s members are the 22 Pacific Island countries and territories 

that are the beneficiaries of its services, along with four of the original founding countries. SPC’s work 

programme is determined by members, and all of its regional initiatives aim to support members’ national 

policies and plans. 

 

We support ASPIRE2025’s Research Programme Application and agree with the aim of the programme to 

identify measures that accelerate smoking cessation and the success of quit attempts and foster realisation of 

New Zealand’s Smokefree2025 goal. 

SPC support this programme application at this stage by providing the following: 

1) Endorsement of the proposal; 

2) Advice to ASPIRE 2025 research partners namely Tala Pasifika through the Tala Pasifika Advisory 

Group; and, 

3) Dissemination of relevant tobacco control research information and other information to Pacific 

community and provider groups across the Pacific region. 

Pacific communities and individuals in the Pacific region now have a Tobacco Free by 2025 goal. This 

means that Pacific Island countries will achieve a smoking prevalence rate of less than 5%. SPC support this 

programme proposal for the prospect to provide useful evidence around programmes and approaches that 

may work for their communities. Research that is effectively translated into robust, evidence-based, quality 

recommendations to guide policies and interventions to achieve Tobacco Free 2025 is highly valued by SPC. 

This letter confirms our support for the current ASPIRE2025 programme application. Should you or your 

team wish to contact SPC please call +687 26 20 00 or email colint@spc.int. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Dr Colin Tukuitonga 

Director 

Public Health Division, SPC 


